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‘THE CANALS.

Thurlow Weed Applauds Gov-
erncr Tilden's Message.

HOW THE PEOPLE'S MONEY IS STOLEN.

Hor. Samuel B. Ruggles on the History
of the Canal System.

WHAT THE CANALS HAVE COST AND PAID.

A Forty Years Study of the |

Great Subject.

Necessity cf Deepening the
Waterway to Seven Fest.

STATISTICS OF THE CARRYING TRADE.

Legislative and Official Acilon in Beference |

to Canal Enlargement,

USELESSNESS OF THE LATERAL CANALS

Speaker McGuire and the “Fight-
. ers” in Albany.

S0 much ralk has been excited by Governor
Tuden's message in reierence to the canald, the
COBtS of the repalirs to them and of their opera-
tlon, and v many and various motives nave been

expused by lnterested talkers—each of which has |

been declared to be the one which impelled the
Executive ol the State to make an onslaught upon
the notorious “‘Canal Ring"—that the interest in
the message and the dlscussion upon 1t has ine
creased daily., Sepator Jarvis Lord's tirucunlent
declarations did more to call attention to the
message than anyihiog else, ‘They must have
aroused In the minds of some nalve people
the idea that Governor Tilden had drowned
the bsepator's homor in  the KErle (anal,
And that while the legislator flaned for that of
which he bad been despolled he savagely de-
gounced his despoller. Whatever the ioltiated
khought of Senator Lord’s proclamation most of
them wanted 10 know what Mr. Thurlow Weed
thought of Guvernor Tliden's message. It was to
dgcuver this that tbe writer called at Mr. Weed's
residence, in Twelith street, yesterday.

Alr. Weed bas been so long sequainted with the
politicy of this State, lollowing them to the enas
of their numerous ranudeatlous, toat the pifairs of
Bvery pubilc department nave been 1o his mind as
if o a book which be mught open at will
It was importaur to a certain degree jor
the publie to know bow he
the canal message, or rather to know what are
his deductions from if, Mr. Weed being opposed

polltically to Governor Tilden, & commendation of |

the message and its deslgn comiug Irom him
would pe o great compilmens to the Execuuive,
Being thoroughly conversant with the affairs of
the Uanal Departwment, for him to condemn the
message Wonld be to burt 1ts lofuence greatly 1o
ihe Legislature and among the public.

The writer called at My, Weed's residence firat
At about three o’cluck yezterday alternoon, bus
wae inforrued that Lhe veleran politician would
not be at home belore slx o'clock. Shortly vefore

ihat hour a secoud call was made, and
then the caller was ushered into a pleas-
ant litle Lbrary Jus: beyony the ball
door. The draughts of air caused vy

thie openiny and shutling of Lthe guter door, are ex-
tiuded frown this sauctum by a screen draped with
thie American fag. 'lhus the patriotic spirit of
Mr. Weed isevinced to the visitor 48 8000 as he en-
lers the ballway.
fore a flaming fire the reporter awaited Mr, Weea's
iéturo.
GOVERNGR TILDEN CUMMENDED,

When the veteran eutered tbe object of the
caller's visit was explained, and Mr. Weed said
emphatically :—

“fam convinced that Governor Tilden bas done
a goud thing in exposiog toe mismanagement of
the capais. Hehas ut the same time dobe & vary
bold tning. He bas pul himsell lo opposition to
B0 enormous and uuserupulous power, which s
ramified curough the ceutral part of the State,
This power has been growing for many years,
There are meu conunected witn tbe ‘Canal Ring’
Wou Dave been contraciors 8inoe twenty-ve years
azo."

Toen golng far Into retrospection, Mr. Weed
sald, refeciively:—"Yes; just so. There are
nove now wno were connected with the con-
stractlon ol the original canal. The “Ring" has
@10WL enormously within ten years. It has en-
trapped uto 1ts membership oficlals of all
kinds, Those honeat but weak officials who could
mot be tempteu with money il members bave
always fonud means to beguile. Fraud in the con-
atructlon of tne cuanuls and In the use of the
moneys derlved from them has been \n yogue ever
dince the original Erie Canal was finiabed 1o 1825."

HONREST WORK.

Breaking his conaecutive parrative, Mr. Weed
remarked :—*‘Pernaps yon do not know that the
original Erie Canal was buollt witbion the cost
which was estlmated ior It. 1t wus. The eogi-
Oeers of that canal were men of great original
genius and were men of integrity. Though they
bad notbing to guide them in their work, for there
Were Do great canals eitber here or 1n Europe;
though they had to go on in the dark, they maus
their surveys and they construcied the canal
well, aud withont stretching their expenditurea
oven Lo tho lmit of the sum whlch had been ses to
meet them.

BEGINNINGR OF THEFT.

“Although the contractors on the original work
were nol irsudulent, they grew Sharp as they
progressed, and aiter 1825 the era of theft pegan
Wity those of them who continued to work on the
eanal. Yet the tbelts did not reach great propor-
tlons untll about the middle of the war time, wien
public morality was geoerslly unsdettied. The
first pecalutions were committed with tne ala of
opilcinls meant to watch over the Interosts
ol the peoples In the canals, The Orst whole-
sule (rauds grew out of bullding the double
locks, Ana tone thefts bave comiinued to
be perpetrnted, with the knowledge at least of
such oficiaig, 'The Imct 1, the wen who have been
enosen 1o care for tne Canal Department bave
always been of the wrong sort. TDose of them
Wio bave not been dishonest Lave Deen Wweak.
All pariies have erred in selecting persons Lo be
oficials in the Oanul Department.

HOW IT WAS DONE.

“The way In whict frands were first commitred,!
sald Mr. Weed, ‘‘was Liroogh toe agency ol dis-
Douest superintendents of the canal. Fach super-
lutendent nad aseciion of the camal 1o care for,
2ud tnerefore bud many opportunities to be p:olit-
Mbiy dlsbonest. O coarse, thode who were dia-
bonest gatoered around them contractors who
mere ilke them iu prineiple. Alter the superinten-
fents l08L thelr powers, the contractors luund a
feWw means to deiraud the Stute. lToey
Would finian thelr work under thelr contracts und
tnen apply to tne Legtslature jor reliel, alleging
that their expenultores nayd becn greatly lo ex.
Beds 01 the amount they had been expected to be,
In conmequence ol some exiruordiuary natural
lwpediment to thetr progress, Tuen the Legisla-
ture would pass Lilid relerriog the exominelivi
suil vetileuelt of their cialmes 1o tbe Canal Bonrd,
Tue passage of the Lilis 8iMaye sestled tue oiaims,
for tue Cuunl Hoard never rejucted thems Its

read |

| Message.

Cosily ensconced 1o & chair be. |

| Vhriatian wor

members were in the grasp of the members of the |
ring, aod could Dot and never desired to reject
the clalms. S0l norwitustandiog all these |
things, the tbefts of the Cana! Ring were not
very ereat belore the tme of the latter partof
the war. At that period Jia memuers nad become
greatly experlenced, and they fevised the sysiem
wl low bids,

POWER OF THE RING.

Toe tact that they couid not carry this system
into effect without the conmivance of the canal
omielals showa tne power of their ring. ‘lhe
Stute Engrueer's Department has the preparation
ol estimates jor all work upon the canals und the
supervigion of the work. Its engineers should
koow every stone laid and its proper cost to the
Brate, every foot of earth delved und (18 proper
cost. The State Eongineer’s Department 18 greatly
responsible for the Irauds commivted upon the
State Treasury by KErie caunl contractors.’

Mr. Weed, coutinoing bis parrative, explained
tne working of the system of low Lids, by means
ol woich 80 much money bas been extriacied Irom
the State Treasury. Ii nas been maae clear to
the readera of the Hxnawp by Goveronor Tliden's

ENOUGH STOLEN TO DUILD A& BHIPF CANAL.

Upon finishing 1t the veperable and astute poll-
tician said;—+Yed, you may say, trutblfully, tbat
eucugh money has been sioien by the present
Caval Ring to bold a Boe ship canul from Builalo
to Albany, It wps the original purpose to con-
gtruct such & canal, and If sueh great sums had
not been stolen If she present system o canale
Lad been @ resl benells to the taxpayers lnstead
of a burden, 4 ship canal would either now be
balls or be o course of consiruction,”

SENATOR LORD WLIGIIED.

“What do you toink, Mr. Weed,” sald the
reporter, “of Senator Lord’s assaults upon Gover-
nor Tuden ¢

“He had to say something, and he had to say it
voldiy, especisily a3 be i1s & member ol the State
seuate, and one of the bills exhibited as a epeci-
wen of the usual stalemenis of contraclors was
that ol his son. He bad to ssy something, bus I
think he bus said too muoch."

LOW TOLLS,

“Do you think, Mr. Weed, that the canal tolls
ought to be reduced, or that lmprovements should
be fulthinlly carried out Ly means of which traflle
would be expedited on the cansls and the jor-
warders and bostmen be Lhus recompensed lor
the tolis tley nuw payi”

In respouse to this gqoestion Mr, Weed eald:—
*The questlon of reducing the cana! tolls has been |
agltnted for a loog tune. Cersalnly something

must be done for the traflickers on
the ecanals. The competitton of the rai-
Wav8 With the canals 18 80 great that

it aimects the business of toe bhoaimen and for-
warders. If the improvements were ade in the
canals they would not ouly 1ncrease the speed of
travelllng wpon them, but would also bave the
subsequent elfect of redoeing tne tolla??

THE HEMEDY,

“Now, Mr., Weea'" said the writer, '*what do
you tmnk are the mesns by which this Canal
Ripg can be overthrown and the system under
which 1t nas worked ¢an be done away withe”?

*] thorouglly agree with tbe ideas of Governor |
Tilden. I iully Indorse Lls Message, and I tolok he
bas done & grand service in |nltiating the
overthow of & ring &8 poweriul us that

whicn formerly exisied In Tammany Hall
Tne Govermer should be applanded for
his boldoess. He has ‘laken the bull Ly tue

borns,’ and In the struggle he 18 likely 1O over
throw the animal. He sbould be alded and en-
couraged in bis Laek, lor he is striving to benpefis |
the State." :

These words ended Mr. Weed's remarks, and,
hence, the lnterview. The Nestor of politiclans,
by which name It is 8o usual to call Mr. Weed,
uttered his words as emphaticaliy as nis weak state
wouuld permit, and was thoroughly conviuced
that lor Governor Tilden to break up tne Canal
Ring, composed v men of both purties, would be
a flithing supplement to that oMeial's labors agaluss |
the great circle mn the TAmmany demoeratic party |
within which the people’s money went round and |
ruund, and never got vutsiog.

SAMUEL k. RUGGLES REPORT. !
AN INTERESTING BTATEMENT ON THIR RISE AND
PROGRESS OF OUR CANAL BSYSTEM—A FORTY

YEAES STUDY OF THE SUBJECT. |
The Chamber of Commerce Las just published
an exhaustive and very abie reportof the Cowm-
mittee on Rallway and Canul Legisiation, by Mr. |

Samuel B, Rugeles, its cbairman, show'ng the |
progress, the cost and the preseat fiscal and com-
merelal condition of the State canuls, and proving
that the highest exigencies of the city and Stute
of New York not ounly, but the whbole aterior
country north of the Ohio River demand the
prowpt securing of seven feet of water lu the bed |
ol the Erle Canal £
THE REPORT.

‘The report opens with a prelimnary nlstory of
the Staie canal system, &8 (ilows 1—

The chalrman 0i the commitiee, on a [Ormer oc-
caslop, inormed the Chamber of his in tention, if
it should become ‘‘necessary in order to remove
any lingering prejudices or misapprenensions,” 1o
review to some exieut some ol the guestions
agitated 1o former years o respect to the neces-
8ity of enlarging the Erie Canal, to form part of a |
“History of the Eflorts in New York, irom 15835 to |
1875, to Secare and Increase the Commerce of the
West.” He did nor, bowsever, propose, in such a ‘
WOrk, to indulge in any criticism of the nctions or
the personsi motives ¢! auy maun or men, but
solely to deul with pubic measures and |
their actual results Beul  less does he
propose, ln the present paper, 10 overstep tuac
legitimate fleld of historical ingulry, but rather o '
couflne it, a8 [ar @4 practicuble, so an impartial
and unimpassioned exmbition of the fdscal aspect |

0l the canals now on the eve, usitis hoped, of @ |
large ipcresse of their power aund useiulness,
These cannls bave alreaay played a consplcuous
purt in 1he eveotiul civil istury ol our present |
Dleteenll ceuitury, so rich io the triumphs of |
maD over physical nature, apd especially in re-
duclDy the iwDor und cost of 1T4nslt und crunspors |
tation over the uneven suriace of the globe he |
lahabus, The current year 1875, completing
tnree.quarteia of tlus ijmportant century, wil
8000 rum out its appointed course,
HISTURICALLY EXAMINED,

we find the drst Hileen years oi the century
gpeut in the jearful wars of the frsy Napoleon,
ucumFumun on tuis Cuntinent witn our last—
ay it mdeed be vur lust—war with England.
Toe succeeding BIXLY years, closing witn 1575, om-
braces the Whue active Nistory ol the caupals of
Lue Stase ol New York, to woich 1t owes so largely
118 present rapk in the civilized world, This 1e-
markable era o! s1XTy years 1$ lsell divisivle for |
the preseut purpose loto arithmetical perious of
even proporuion, of woich the lirst, emoracing che |
tWeuly Years 1row 1814 to 1sid, enurely covers
noet only the commencement, prouress and com-
plation of toe irst krie and Coampluiu cabuis, by |
the genlus, evergy aud perseverence ol De Wit |

Cinton, but Whil suvme may iegard us much |
betier, the foul [ aymwent o the wnole|
cust ©f tuelr consiruction; walde rthe seg- |

ond period, embracing the for'y yewrs from |
1s3d 1o the point in 1876 we bave now reached, |
1Y comprides the lung contiuued and unwearied
cflurid ol the [ullowers ol Mr., Chinlon to enlarge
the cupasctly und the valoe of the work wuicn ne
had 0 uobly sustsined wnd compiered. Wilthoas
descanting at all upon tue poittical proclivities or
thie comparative mertis o uny vl the pablic men
who have manuged tne politleal alurs of the |
Srate anring wuis scooud  periot, the degree to
Wihich all purties have uulted in the grewt enters [
Poase of enl.lrumif bie Erie Canai will be sum.
clenrly imdicated by the fact that the Execnlive |
chkil Was occupied 1o 1835 by Wiliawm L, Marey, |
Who Wwas succecued by & jong series of Governors, !
Whibk o greal variety of codracter, culture aud |
politleal epioions, vut oearly ni approviog tue
NeGe-8ary Mensules 10r enlurgiog the Cind,. 0 |
Hudition 1o their valuabie sorvices jo the brate |
Beveral of Loem bave won enuurlbig renown in |
conducring tue iorelgu allaiis ot the Unltea Staied, |
The progress ol the enlargement ol the candl |
doring tiese succesdive wiinimEtrations In the |
Miule may be gatbured o Sowme »Xient (row the
liyures coniemporaneously exiibived 1 tue 1ol |
lowiog tubles, which were unecdea jor the Hscal
CXALILALION WOICH the present purpose requires. |
THE YRALL (B35, |
with whieh the present review commences, Was ‘

OOe In wuny respects of great LSRG luterest,
It saw the passage of the origitial act ior toe en-
largement ol toe Erie Janal tu Moy of that year,
Gud WIthin SIX wouths aiterward it also saw the
coinmencewent of the New York aud Erie Ratl
Wiy, Ly the nCtusl breaking ground by vne ot tne
mebers ol the present committes ol the New
York Chamber of Comwerce, In  conjuoction |
with Jowes G King, the President ol tpe ¢otoe
pany tnearporated 1o the purpose, ana wbe, 1o
Bevernl subsequent yeurs, Was the nouured Presi- |
deut Of the Ubnmber. WLt b= ar wore interesting,
1L begdn to e, though diutly, The variy duwo ol |
the wreat prohte erm vl cercul deveiupmant o the |
loierior o1 vur vonbiuenl, thed scurcely perceplis |
ple, but DOW Vigorously oo tte wuy to Lie soidsivn |
0 the wignhty problewd of adequately ievdiug wbe |

IV mey excuse or explain any |

| tore und io be senate, esUmaed

errors o judge
this  all-
singular |

temporary short uml* or
meut duripg the early portion of
lmportant era, now to recall the
fact  that it was mnot thought necessary I
Or lmporrant in  any census tuken by the
United sStates or by the swmte of New York
beiore  the year 1840 to report or Aaseei-
wwin  tohe quoantities of the Various Ccerviis
produced oo the lertile soll overspreading o nrge
@ portion of our Continental Hepubiie, aod iaying
the very loundation of all 18 weslth oud power,
50 itile, mdeed, was the nation aware ol iis
dormant agr.cal'ural streogeh, that grea’ alarm
was expressed by tmid oobservers oo 1538 and
1847, when considerable amounts of brewdsiula
were temporarity boporred mto the Unitea States
Irom 2everal ol the Europesn natlons=, so that the
HWhedt rom the Black ~ea” was puraned in puar-
Hlaldll JOUTnAlS sud sven in grave pus e documents, |
1o snow Low httle relinnee could ne placed on auy |
Prospective estimate of the productive power of
the granfleids of our own interior. Fortunately,
these apprehensions did not sfect the oMol ace
tiou o! all o our public Moetionaries, some of
whom, with instinetive sagaciy and by logleal in-
duction perceived, unatded by minute statistics,
the magminde of the luture lo <rore for New York
and her cauald, As early as 1594 toe Legisiature |
bad alrected |
IHE LOCKS ON THE ERIE CANAL

to be doubled rom Albauy to Syracuse; but on |
the recommendation of Governor Marey, realonsly |
Feconded vy that rrulﬁ alstinguished causl Com- |
missioner, Wililam C, Bouck, the law was repealed, |
and tpe eulurgement o the whole caudl, 1From
Alvany o Bugtale, substituted LY the gei of the
LIth May, 1835, The Mlmensions ol the eolarge-
ment were fixed by the Canal Board, first at sixty
leed wloe upnd SIX leer deep, but were subse-
quently changed to seventy leet by seven, alter
all lpelectual efurt made oy Conunissioner
Bouek to ioduce the Canal Board to (IX roem at
elghiy feet by eight. He nad taken office during or
BUOPFLIY alter the adimnistrarton ol Governor Cliu-
ton, apd had then Looloed, or nataruliy possessed,
much o) the large and comprehensive spirit wolen
had ever guiued the public eforts of wiat clear-
beaded and fur-seeing public servant. v s jusily
duc 1o the memory of Cowmisgioner Bouek now
to state the fact, that on his removal in 1840 Ifrom
the oMee of President of the Board of Uanal Com-
nussloners he earnestly extorted his successor
to stand frmly by the enjargement as the greaicas
wurk of the age, and in bo event tofconsent to
u&dlmmuuou of its dimeusions,

ith this briei preluminary cutloe, whion, if nec-
essury, may be pereatter filea up Ly vther nanos,
the committee Wil now to procesd 10 show, I’.z
tables careluly prepared for the Chamber, wi
condensed eXplanatory notesi—

Firsi—The progress und cost, from 18456 to 1875
of the trunk cunals, 1o be permupently Dresar\feli
lor the commerce o!f the state and the country.

Secorul—Tne cost of the lateral canals, the
proper disposition of which 18 now commitied to
the Legislature,

Third—'Tue wtal amount of debt incurred in the
construction of all tnese works aund its rapid ap-

¥ —=DIRNOT TAXATION.
Efforts of the canal ofcers by dircet taxes to comnplete
the tnlme?:nu with seven feet denth of water
iall

prouch to finul extinetion,

Fourth—Toe tolls ol the cana!s which have been
applied, and Must yet ve appided, 10 the purposs,
and the propriety ol now redueciong the rate of toll
to [neilitate sod coeapen the navigation of the
canals by stedm or vrherwise,

M ih—lhe pre-eminent aud urgent necessicy of
completing Loe trouk canals withoat furener delay,

| Wit thelr jall legal deptn of water, and the effo1ts

made darng the lost giXteen years to edect that
object.

Strth—The leading particalars \o respect to the
quantities of cereals now cualried yearly irom the
ioterior ~tates to the seaboard, Wuether b rough
Our \rauk cauals or by compedng routes vy land
or by water.

Q05T OF THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE TRUNK CANALS.
L—CO8T DEFRAYED WHOLLY BY SURFLUS TULLS,

Dimepsions o ikrie Cnogl eolargement tixed in 15355 by
the Canul Board, first ot sixty iee; wide by six ieet deop,
niterward Incredsed tu Savenly 1eel by sevol.

Consiruction of the Black River und the Uenesee Val-
ley canuls suthorized 1 L

Bulurge-  Eulurge. Totad on afl Net ymaerly  Cunal
il wienl uf'  the oy, surjifug
Years. Fre Unieage  trunk a. tolls wnd  close of
Cunel, Cunul, revenies, weur,
188,,.,. SILED  Priorte
184, 4,518 1853, 97850 1180856 6,326,%06
1847, 6,813 G0lm0 1806068 Tlugid o liol0s2

Totals $T21440  GULBID 2154218 1,847 473 -
IL—kY BURFLUS TOLLE, AIDED BY LOANE,
1838 The repori ot the Asseinbly Committee of Ways

| and Means proposiog ivans to expedite the euinraemeut

of the krie vaaal estimated thnt the grow boof the in-
teriur States would increass the yearly tolle of the canul,
it enlarged, to $SW0000 10 the year when their pojula-
tion sholtid reach SU0000, Which wis 1n Lshi at the
value of these products o that year secking downward
transoortation through the canal would Dbe $00.0u 00y,
aud of werchandlse, &c., 10 recarn, $30.000,0W0—in all,
S008I LU,
1832, Lounter reports, officially wmade to the Legisla-
e [olls of 1530 at
51,7091, und ths products and vibier property to by car-
rivd ';uégh'l canal from and w the Western Staies 1553
ul $oBLe TR

they u.s0 rropum aredoetion o the dimensions of

the eularged caval to U feer Ly 6, but it wus not agreed
to by elther braoeh of the Legislature,
Erie, ey,  Totels, Tidls, ke,
08,108 —  Luaduia BAS. 24T 0,308,120
(e — 46504050  Ll.doal 10785500
a0 —  DuNGAIS  108isUs 10 LT |
LTE R — UL 1ATO Y 6,506,874
1548, L#31 1og — ABWI08 LMY 19674592
Miscal uf b — —_ = -

Total 310,635,381 — 18,647 475 5,650,151 -
‘the active rogress made iu 1583, 1529 1240 and 141,
?eruu.uunur secured lur the enlurged Eris Cunal the
ull dimensions of 7U teet by 7.
1L —RETARDATION AND s;urwswsr.
al.

! Erie. Umoego,  Tot, Tolln, Delt,
1848, .... $880.801 - 796,80 1422 10,902 50
1844, ..., 41309 -_ ThLAI9 1761009 20,718, W05
14500 1eh102 — BT LGS 10691

s U e Lo 5T 2280l 17 s 20

1847, |, 62361 - 276 2801 504 16, T4 T8

Miscol.. 1548 —- — - -

Totals, $1363.051 2,087,090 9846404 -
The act ol the Legislatare of April, 1542 suspended vr
reseioded, with o lew exes puons. il the conlracts for

| wurd b progress o ail of the canald and dareen d dam-

ages to be puld 1o the coutractors,
tur dimages are
stalied i $LI03.05:,

‘The cunsiliution adopted 1o 1844, after wuel debuate,
A0d U eowbremise, W some extent, of widely differing
wBiilons, sel apert ds & siuking rand a suthclent nmwonnt
of the surplus toils 1o pay ot within eighiteen yours all
the cannl debt then oxisting and also the gensral tund
aebt, of wikdeh $3, 000,000

sowme o' tie awards

¢ nstruction of the New Yurk Aud
direcicd the Legisiaiure to apply the remmnder ol the
tolls, atter reserving $200,000 year!y for the necessary
exXpenscs of the government, to the enlargement of the
Eri¢ Canal aud to the completion of the Blacs Biver aud
Uenesve Val ey Canala

In 1040 the twils were reduced about eleven per cent

The rate oxisting In 1935 of $5 28 for & ton of wheat from |

Bullulo 1o Albuny was reduced 1o 82 92 The upward
;aiisul rowm Albuuy to Butfalo were reduced from 36 o7 to
e
1V, —PROGRESS OF TOE WONKS BY INCRRASED SURFLUS TOLLS
AND CANAL mf!l‘[?l‘l“
Toe

Erie,  Qnorgo. al.
1848, .., S 0TS — _B6LIT8
1848, 1w 4939 1,514,562
1850 L3ioHes BN 2140570
ebl FrEe ) 6U,518 1,644,708
1852 LS Lan 0,662 1,381,304
1553 060,180 1ebia Louz g
Miseel, .. 158,500 205,968
Totwis. $6,601,101  BUGL06 S Beed 10,770,127

lu 150l the Leglslaiure authoriged the issne of eanal
certiticates tor 39,0000, 1n anlicipadon of the tulls, on
wihich §1 500 Wy were borrowed. | be Court of Apbeals,
in 1862, "decided thut issue to Le repugnant 1o the consti
twtion of 1546,

Tie unlmated digcussions in respeet to the necessity of
wsuing these canal certulleaves, during the administra-
tion of Governor Washington Huot in 1550 and 152
pracucally led w the adoption In 184 Uy & popular vore

of neuriy three to one, of an smwendment 1o the consti- |

tution authorizing lurther loans of 89,000,000,

The Untied States censas ol 1830 saowed that of the
Proaucts io that year of the loterior tates norih of the
Uhio Biver the cereals alome amounied 1o 3il 686066

bushiels. This quantity inereased to 577,206,710 bushels i |
150, ‘The vaiue of the |

0 und 1o 814,021,928 busacls 1n
gereal products, merchandise and other propertyy eom-

iug trom mld earried to the Western Statea through the |
U

Erie U . ouly paruslly  enlarced In 1855, was
$130,050,254, s sunted Uy the Caanl Anditor,

1u I8l tne New York and Erie and the dew York Con.
tral rullwuys were cowpleted (rom the Hudwou River
1o Lage Erie. Befure ilie close of 1863 they luad begun
Jargely to divert Western commerce from the canai,
hen, 04 now. remainiug untoished, with an Insuficiont
depin of water. ‘The totdl tons carried on those rail-
ways In 15688 were 091.0s7: in 1863, 364.700; in 1873,
11,846,0u6: in the five yeara irom BG83 to 1874, Inclusive,
40,798,404 nverage yearly, 9,515,480 tons  Lhe totul tous
gw?-.aulon all the causls of New York in 1578 were

In i) the canal wlls on & ton trom Butfalo to Albany
were reduced (rom $2 82 to $2 19, and the tolis tron
Ajvany 1o Buffuwio from $4 80 to $4 40,

Y. —ADDITIONAL LOANS,

Constitution smeuded by oauthorizing loans jor
$9,000,000 to complete the work therein specified, and in
azdition (o enlarge the Gawego and the Cayvugn and
meneca canals, and w enlargo (Le locks ol the Chain-

laln. Cannl  The minendment turtber suihodized the

gislature “t0 borrow SLAOUMN 1o repay thut wmouny

sdvanced by the ireasury ou the canal cernmeates,
Lorde. L Totul, Tonls Lielt,
. ol 17 0700 18,724 044
37l 1AL 20 o ]
7 L AGe BU0 22 542 g
1857 ... 2008506 Zad il 1530015 28,184 Tl |
1808, ..., La6s g 1sl.5dd Piad U5 dieo ol
Miscel, G781 111169 — -
Total.$9.905,077 1400500 13000565 7,945,690 -
VL—SURPLUS TOLLE AND DIRECT TAXALION.
The totul amount ol Xes (roat 1540 o 1574 puld for ac-

eouut of the Capal Fund, as s.uted by the Canal Auditer

iu 157H, was §5a80,000, of which $55/0.5.8 was paid trom
18548 o 1864 i
Unieego, Total Tolle, Led. |
161, S, 119 SH2U0 24 517 844 |
420,083 4200970 1660611 2700 821
1su2SL L iRd 753 S00082 N, 101770
1O L204079 4 08i00 LTIV
] WL - -
Tolal 410090 940770 FO78,000 9400044
buring this peried of four years ine caoal dept

renchivd It Lighest amount, Leing $27 107 821, on wiich |

tho lurerest at six per cent was $1 680402 Lo average
surplus of yearly surplus tolls was s,/ 10,721, 1he direct
Tax was maiuly rendered uecessary for the pucnose of
replenishing toe sinking ruod, as directed Ly the cons
stitution ot 1

Iu 1ot the descending tolls P“ ton on wheat, atter
Folud previous fductustion o the rates, were reduced
trow $- 1t wd 11, wnd (rom $4 40 to #l & per ton on
prooerty asceuding.

1 1300 the tubls o o ton of wheat from Buffalo to Al
banv were reduced from $2 11 tw $1 L0, or Bl vents per
busnel, anu ou tons asceading from S1 40 to $1 05 at
Which rates Lhey now reialo,

WANT OF WATEIL IN TR CANALS,

Dy nctof Appil, 1858 the Cannl Cowwissloners wers
directed o cause wonthuy tridl Wips to Lo wade un the
caunls with bouts especially lnden, 1or the purpose of
practically aseertminlng toe dey th of water in the
canal.  Lpo ropurt ol tee Jast Ctrial trip’ made 10 Seps
tember, 1961, wus publishied with the annuel report of
e Uanal Commibslooers, made 1o e Legisigiore in
1802 (amsembly Documen 8 of 18sd, page 14T showing un

Isnebent aepth of Waler for wt leasi W0 Pionioyg witles
wl the canal,  LCopy ol report hereto appeoded, ) a1
arter its pubbicadon the Leglslature passcd Jie aot of

| April I, s geciereing thar no more work should be
done vor materinls provured attor e Beoduy ol Sap-
tenber pext thoreatter. “nnder pretence of enlarging
wid cummpleting suld canals," wod thel tae came stiod i |
then b geeed aud cunsidered  duisnod ond o
Phee The wttect of this ne: was to wevolvo Upon tie |

vanal Colmulssioners the sole

uwer ul oulsuing the |
oGS niter Lhe tne tuus no

naly 1

ed e the logal
| ™ letiun," with the nseguent o ar dr
LTS S v Sl |
toslr proper v

included 1o the expenditures above |

1 bud been incdarred o the loan |
ot the credit of the staw o that smount o expeatie the |
« rie Rauromd. It

1

from tne proper reveuues of the canals, as shown
in the general balauce sheet of all the canue!s |

L (Table 80 of the auditor's report for 1875, have

| brate;

been :—
For the general fund debt,.............. $135,004,637
For the general luud ((rom which the

Orcigary expenses of tpe State are

T R PR aressnsssse  SOTRITZ

OB s~ es v b s nad s bR R o n g e $L012,500
The flscal consequence has to

posipone LUe paymeent ol 4 remnant

ol the canm debr, wunlch was leit at

the close of 1874 outdtanding, to the

wmount ol,. vesssseansaneninns oone S0, 200,430
— L0 D pated 1 e surplus tolls to

WeCrue thercalter,

It 18 thus seen Lhut §16,712804 of the $31,580,018
Ievied by olrect tAXes wus reslly lor ger I pur-
Poses, wld 108 Which gencral thxos might progerly
aud Justiy be lanl, M necessury. So Jar s che
resydue of the $41,354,518 hus been applied to the
payiuent of the ¢ost of the canals, 1t may have
given cunse of discontent o some portions of the
uut the pecpie of the oty of New York,
wnd, lndeed, of every portion of the Stule doriv-

| lug any beneft froi the growtn or weulth of the

Exjpeind Clanal Dest
Erarge. wie il Surplas at clwe of
flunls, Tudls, Vear,
55023 .;3 7!'] i
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38 Lie ) YL 1420 0680
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DURING THE GREATER PORTIU
| of lurty years, throagh which the cost of construc-
tion of tnese five lateral canais was patd from tne
canal aud, the State was vbliged 1tsell’ to pay in-
terestal the averuge rate ol ut (easts1X per cent per
anuum, piid Hall yearly, on the large suins needed
bevoud the surplus reveuuea [Folu tiue to ULme 1o
hand, for prosecullng tne enlurgement of the
trunk cunals, conclusively showing the necessicy
ol luansg tor uearly, If not quite, &ll 07 the $28,051, 564
drawi [rom the canal jund (v construct and sap-
port the latersl canals, 1t certaiuly may explaln
woy toe canal deodg a4t il maxioam oo 1sbo,
shounld repca $27,100,52L. A8 & watter meraly of
fiscal acconunt 1t caanot he UN)UsSC Or ubrdesonnble
10 charge these lateral canunld at lexst slple ln-
terest at ve per cent per aunum rom toe periody
shown by the preceding statement, wnen tne
various portions of tbe $25081,2¢4 wera accually
drawn Irom the treasury oL e state,

At that moderate rate, the actual cost wus,

1t 12 belleved thut a careful lnvestigarion ol this
branch ol the sabject by the members of the
Chumber o Commerce aud of the ocher commer-
cinl bodies assuriated in the “Conierence,’’ will
electuaily dispel the strangs sud Wost BIrOLEQUR
1mpressiol eatertained n some quarters toat ull
ul vur capals, LOLD LFUDE uod lulersl—some of
| tnem so urzently needed 10 preserve our YWesiern
cotmerce—eould lave beéu constructed und coms-
pleted lo due season without borrowliug any
moneys whatever, but solely by usiug the surplus
tolis and revenues of the Krie vauul.

While we may adoite tune these lateral canals
nave coulerred @ measurable amount of puvlic
peneflt in snmaladng (ndustry aond cioeapening
iransportation witnin the Loweresting districts
whicn they penstrate, and that they may Le ¢ou-
sidered to'some eXteat us parcs ol a geteril sys-
tem, Justly disiriputing common beuetltd sud
commnon Hurdsns, Wwe Canonob ciose onr eyes oo
| the uundeniable metwhat they have aiready
SULBTHACTRED MURE THAN PLFTY-THREE MILLIONZ
| from the cowmon tredsury of the siate, The su-
| lution of the diicuit question of the just and
| proper disposition to be made of 1es: caluls uow
| engaging the anxious atlention of the Legisinture,
| with puwer wortunately divided between the two
| political parties, who must unite in 118 solution to
lind, i possible, SUME Wise And proper measure
which may do justice alike to the couuties lmme-
diately aojacent to these canais and af the same
e relleve other and less mvoered portivns olthe
State [rom cthe grievous lujustice ol perpetuslly
| paymng tixes lor WOrks in wuici they Lave no ju-
| lerest. It i3 belleved that u carelul examination
| o Some o1 the canwsls which have veen abaudoued
| in Penugylvani, Obw and Iudianu, sod also io

JGE PrLUCIPUL . v oaapssonsssarisiisssrmmrnmmrs asn s-;q_m!_.:':y
Slnpie interast, At Ve PEr CeNl...covviiieaa.,. 2507004
TORL .o onaenns sommrnnesinnsrecssnsrre aneerses $03,808.833 |

- Paladelphia 94,940, 187
Baltimore. .. 10,080,517
Mountreal....,..coeeies 14,71

Eurvpe lo some extent, will sbow tuat the local |

| convenience and pecullor lnterests of the com-

munities adjacent have been promoted guite as |

| 1Uily LY rallWays |0 THew vicinlty opeu 10T use at
all seasons of the yeal.

The suw total vt the expenditures for our whole
gvstem vl canals, apuve divided lor historleal pur-
| poses lu successlve periods, Irom 1535 o the close
| 01 1574, 14 as Jollowsi—
| For the enlargement of the Erle Canal........ $31,365,067
For the enwrgement of the OGswego Janab ilu-

Couing its tirst cost, $OEWI . v veees 085,560
For the enlargement of the Cayuga and Senecs

and Feoeca vanal goeluding its nrst cost,

BIULTED coves " % rerarvsasassssenrnasssss IO BEL

Total.... « $I2,138178
For the fir o

intersl cannls as above stted (ot including

interest nor the large defleiency of tolls in

puying for repairs and Muinlenanee)........ 2,126,733

Total...... ssbsbssasaraunienssen snieriavisserses PO Uk I

The Auditor's Teport glves no particulars of any
expenditure for elarging or improviug the Cham-
| plun Cunal beyond u siugle 1tem, stating “'the cost
ol the Erte and vnamplain canuls' nt $50,412,710.

It gives the particulars, to sowe extent, Inre-
Epect to the cost Ol certain minor works cuu-
nected with, and acces-ory o tue trunk caonis,
belug the Oneidu Lake Canal, the Onelda River

Iniet and the Sepeca fiver lowlog Pato,
TOTAL COsT UF THE CANALS,
It will be sutliciens for the preseut purpose to
condense all tbe canal expendliures 10T COLBILIUC-

| showing 1o detuil the progress of “the canal deue,” !

lmprovement, the Balwinsvilie Cunal, tne Cayugs |

| tion under the one general head, presented vy the |

| report of the Auditor, snowiug that the Eout of
| ol vhe canuls, irom 1836 to ine close ¢l 1874, has
| been §67.97s,827.

This summary statement Decessarily leads to
| the interesting Inguiry, how uds tue State been
| eunabled Lo Meet tuls UNMenss expeuditure ¥

| The enswer may be very briel, The Stare has
| raised on temporary loans for defluite periods less
than nair of all the moneys needed lor Lhe purpose,
| the greater portion of wmich it has already repuid,
and pas pald toe residue by the surpios tolls or the
canals aud toe procecds ol direct taxes,

In examiving the fiscal history ol tne canals, 1t
will be pecessary carelully to cunsider the lurge
and repeated reauctions in she rates of toll (and
especially On the immense cereal product oi our
great interior), as existing 1o 1835, when the en-
lnrgement o1 tne Erte Canal was directed by law,
and which bave been Imade jor the purposes of
commerce,
| The rate of $3 28 per ton on wheat gnd flour

from Buffulo to Albany, existiog in 1835, remutned
| nuchanged until 1846, when 1t wus reduced to

& was again reduced in 1851 to $2 103 again

in 1802 to 2 fn. and lastly, 10 1870 to $1 S, at

whieh 1% 8tll remans, beiug ouly 81-10¢. per

busnel.

| Withoat entering at the present time Into o

laborions computation of the precise amouut Ly

| whicn these sucvessive reducrions of rate have

| diminisben the total sum Which the surpius tolis

| Wonld have yleed to the ‘Pieasuey, 1 the rates

eXISLING 1L 1588 nad veen retainsd, it oy be sately

stuted, that wolle the gross wus sotnally received

from 1520 to 1874, aod daring much of tRe period at

the reduced rates, have smoauted to,,$115,878,604

| shey woula have been at least.......... 135,378,004
| The expenses of repairs, superintend-
ence and collection ol tolig, amoeunt-
iug to $38,721,085, would have re.
nwined the same. Ino a wWord, tne
reductions made 1or purposes ol voiu-

AUGREGATE EXVENSE,
The cost of a&ll the canals, as stated
HDOVE, DA DEBB..coviavreiiiins wonaes $67,008,827
Tne interest pald on loans us stated
by the Auditor, has beel. . coeeiiae. o 87,207,620

TOML, auiicivonsnnnninsiniinivseryasess $105,815,885
| Of als .arge amount, tor which we
have acguired oni whole system of
cunnly, nearly two thirds have been
piid witiout lmposing auy ouriden
Wiktever oo the people 01 tnis stute,
mereiy by applying Irom time ro tme
the accrulng surpius caual  toile
RIMOVILIBR LU, conasrirurvvassvanssngine
Tue lurge reductions
the pur,oses ol commerce, coupled
with ¢ertalp burdens hupused by the
Coussitution vl 1546, apa Tereinaier
Blikted, DAve renderea 18 NECLs<ury o
lay ulvect taXes to pay the redidue,
HETE ns s b roin s onverriins snppin svsven. S RIS
The wmount of taxes gctually tuposed ana pald
between Isddand 1874 was $31,350,313, & suiu which
would nave ily suticed 10 pay the 328 788,506,
and woolly 1o extinguish the canal debt, but jor
the requirements of the constitution, winicu -
posed Upon Lhe canals the duty of paying uot oniy
LOGIr oW proper aebt o8 above stated, but in wd-
ditlon the wiole of tie ‘gencral iund debr,
smountiog o 1540 o several wilitons ol dollars

$70,028,810

(0 Whico  §3,000,000 had  besn loaved s
was niterward given 1o (§iTU New
Yourk  wud Epe Rabioad  Company),  a'l
of which, Wwith aterest  jromi  1sdd,  Lugether

WD & 2Ll arteer s of $200,000 Teserved by (he
coustitution t0 be puld  yeurly row Lae suoplus
tolls *to delrny the ordiuary expenses oi tae
St LAve Deen taken Irom ine canal rand,
1 Xho aolual amounts from LMD &0 1674 thus divasied

| Icasures jor destroyiog the raillways witnin their

Wrce Dave DEen Wl 1PARL. ...\ eeuess .. $20,000,000 |

| lew O The prominent Bets 1o show how lrgely

| In the ten years irum 1s6d 10 1878, ,.... 1,254, 750, 00

)

MEIropuils o ol oar jarge interior cities, sbould
consider how lurgely the constraction of tue trunk
canuls has augmented the argrega e value ol the
Property 1o be twXed [Or general purposes and
lgutened the buruen by wideoing the Lagls of tux-
UGN |
WHAT THE CANALS HAVE DONE. |
It certainly cannot oe demed that the ETeatiy
Inereased Gelvily imparted to the interusl as
well a4 Lhe exteroal commerce ol Uhe Siate, 8 due |
Alnost exclugively to the construction apd the |
use o onr canals and rallways g5 the great labor-
SUVIDE wachiued ol nterchauge aud iutercourss,
4nnually suving o the cost of Trausporcilion, ana
taereny creating and ditusiog yearly o large |
grount ol wealth. Whon we see that in the forty
YCATS DOW under review the sssessed valuation of
the real wud persopal preperts lo the stule rose
Irom $525,600,370 10 1535, Lo §1,4520500,7156 10 1857,
and sgain to $2,561,050,451 10 1874, wWe cerralnly
way tuke courage. ouar most umid legslators
MUy even venturs (o beipeve aod to declds that
We dre not coly able to deepen the water in our
trunk canals, but may also, withoat dangerously |
eweebliug tne Hscal resources of the Siute, reauce
tue descending tols on wheat Lo the two cents &
Lusnel, which was expressly specifled aud pre-
dicted as & possivle and eveutual rate n the
tinapelul report of the Assembly commities 1o
s

Whetlier such areduction of rate would practi-
cally dimimish at all the pecuniary amount to he
recelveo by the State, und wheilber the diminue-
tlon of toll will pot be [ully compensated by the
lngreased Amount to Le carried, ay depend
largely on tue saving In cost ol trunsportatios to |
be effiected DY securiog the 1l legal Gepth ol seven |
1eet 0f wuler ueraed ior the pdvantageouns use of
Lhe canal by bouts, whether drawn DYy worses or
propelied by Sieam.

PEUSPECTIVE INCREASE OF TONNAGE AND COMPETI- |
TION,

Frem the best attention, which the committee
have bern able to devoie to the more general lo-
quiry, they gee 10 reason 1o apprebend that tbe
aggregiste amonnt of cereals now sent rrom the
lnterivr to the port of New York, either by water
Ways or railwiys, 13 destined to any great or
serloua dimunuion unless the compietion of the
enlarged rival canals, now i progress in UiRnada,
shouil eventuslly permit them to pass large vess
sels carcying lrom 80,000 to 40,000 bushels, We |
bave, o ek, the clearest evidence of 4 large and
qrum; g lucrease o the quantity sent to New

Cork during rie last elgnt years.  lo 1580 tne
WWOUOL FECEIVED Was 58, T bushels, whieh in-
eregsed to G L7810 L8 10 S 107,071 1n 1574,
and 1o 10,451,051 10 1574, 48 showi by toe valuable
tables, nenrly ready for paolication, by M, Walker,
Lhe aule statistician of the Xew York Produce Ex-
cuange, by wlose permission the wmount jor 1574
15 ow Atated,

Tlve totil bushels received at New York In 1574
(ol witien 57,670,022 were carriea Ly railroads)
were 100,45i,08L  Adding the same amonnts whicn |
Wwere received ut bestow, Phlladelphia aud Balti-
more o 1873, being wi— {
Yosion, .. ceveeess 17,805,006 |

It will show a total of ................. 185,048,770

a8 tne measure of the great commercial prize for
wihicn these rival Atiantie poits, with their re-
Spective water ways and rallways, are now cou-
teuding.

It wil be seen that this smount does not lo-
clude the receipts at New Urleans, sowe portion
of whicu way und jrg wiy to New York, They
amounuted, n 1504, to 12,560,496 bushels; 1 1871,
o 15,200,805, aud 0 1872, 1o PL206,332, A large
diversion trom the valley ol the Missisaippl luto
Lile preat basin ol the mikes, and theoee down The
Kiver 5t. Lawrence, i seen by the tavle sbowing |
e receipls @6 Mountreal, 1o 1565, to have leen |
5,008,307 Lushels; Im 1871, 14,168,u6d, aud i 1573,
19,710,600,

Wuile we must materally expect the vigorous
English-speaking race now direcung whe allalrs
Ol the “Lomwiwion’ to put [orth thair best efforts |
(which wili be muen aided by the gravitation of
LIeiT great confmental viver to the oeean) to par-
ticipate 10 the lLnmense commerse of the in-
terlor of North America, We bave Do good
Ieason  for  suppusing  that  th®  amoant
carried fnrough New  York wiil not
continue to mmerease, possibly at a slackened rate,
With thie ineresase of the producing population 1o
the United Stutes, and 1o the consuluiug popula-
twn in Hurope aond elsewbere. The remurKavle
iaculty for lucredulily 10 respect to the coumerce
Of OUr canui®, mManuestod jor Many years ny many
VErY wurthy people, tnay possibie lesd toemn to
apprenend that the power o produciDg whent o
Uur country has reacted or will soon redch its
“culminating point;" 1o which 1t may be suapiy |
duswered tual our wheat product ol the year 1574
exceeded LAt 0l auy precediug year; and, iurcher,
Thas the growius desire of Europe to cousuuie our
Inalan corn bas been recently maniested (n the
Sigtticant et that the Umted States, in the vear
1571, exported to Europe 8,645,036 pushels, and 1o
the year 1575, 40,465,682 busuels,

Whex 1t 15 also considered that the total amount
OL 185,045,770 budliels recerved at the Atlantic ports
1u 1874 18 less than onesfourthh ol the actual yearly
product (n tne stutes north ot the Oblo Kiver 1o
1870, s sbown by the census, it certainly cannut
Le very vVISIonary of enthustasric 1o expecs that if
the pavigation of the Erie Canal shall be improved |
S0 tDAL Siedin Yesseld way largely reduce the cost
Ol LTANSPOTIation the amount Iv Ay yearly carry
muy In due tme reach 50,000,000 bushels,” un
wilch the toll, at two cants, would be $1,000,000,
exclusive ol the tolls on all other property, with an
;du;n:mnlsmuo,ow lor every addltional 50,000,000

ushels.

THE CANAL DEDT,
The interesting tavle prescuted by the Aundlitor,

EXNIILE 168 vrigin and growth, with 18 Increase
#0d dualnution, irom the cluse ol 1833 to the pres-
cnt hour.  Divided (o historical perlods, commenc-
ing 1p 1806, witl the devt then existing, of
$06,320,800 (lueorred mainiy lor lateéral capals bee
lore tnat perioc), It mcreased to 220,715,806 o
18433 was reduced to $10,215 144 10 1850, and again
increased to $27,107,321 1o 1460, when {1 reached
118 “cwminatiog polat.' From that time it 18
seen, lirsy slowly, snd svon rapidly, descending,
under the application of the mmense amount of
the olls (80 wueh ridicnied and stigmatized 1o

1848, wund lor many sdcceeding  yenrs, as
wiolly  “prospeciive aund vistonary!) and
by thelr porent operation Anul worn

aown at the ¢loge of 1874 to the nomiual remnant
ol $10,230,430, at wnich It now remains lor furrher
reduction, as directed by the constitation. As an
ace ol turay justice, plainly due to the early advo-
cates ol the loans needed rosecure the active prog-
Tess Ol Lhe euiargement, Most of whom now ress
1o their lavors tn Lhls lower world which they
gtrove to beueft, it 18 proper, in their bepa!l, now
to ctmim and 10988 Lhut 1t wis only the lavish and
unexpected expendliures oo the lateral cansls,
uod toe urge but wise reductions of tne rates of
toll to loster the comerce and wellare, not only
Ol our own cominercial State, but of the populous
aud constantly widenizg group of agricnitaral
States stead 1y coming luto vigorous sod locreas-
ing e 1h the great interior, winieh preveuted Lue
total extnguistiwent of the canal debt “proper’
muny Years uge, without lmposing ary direct 1ax-
Wilun Whdlever ou our peujie.

It 18 eapeclnlly hoped ilut when onr brethren in |
the interior 8 aies sball lully understand that the |
INOTe GENerous and (ur-seeing poilcy weiually par-
sued LY our state not uuly retarded u result so
long vesired, but bas actuady tmposed upon wil
The Property (0 every portion ol our Serrtory,
bowever jemote frum the eandis or oor greas
cotmmerelal ciies, & Serious amount of direct tax-
wLion, they may resolve, o the thoaghtinl phrase
OF Seripture, s Aptly quoted ofl 4uoiher occasion,
10 “conme to thomselves, " und prosecile nolurther

TErEILury, S0 Vitnily DeCCASATY [OF Chenply carrylug
toe products of Thelr Industry on ils way to tbe
Beuboutd, .

Toe jurelligent commwunities which have gone
oul 50 largely irow vor Alduntic Suales must be
TUILY AWAr: TUal, apart from the city ol New York
suu its meiropoliten dependencies, no part of the
Awmerican Umon 18, or ever cun be, more largely
aud viluily bepetted by every practicabie Jme
provement in the pavization of our trauk canuls
i thewr own great Beat ol industry, It ueeds bat

LY the KErie canal, wih ail 138 sbort-

CONnEs, CVETY atage and aumid all toe Ligonis

and shadows ol 118 evential progress, has been

used py this vast and piedactive region during |

Lhe term of lurty Years LuwW Luuer review. |
WORK OF THE CANAL.

The ‘values™ ol tne properiy comiog (rom and
ol toe property sent 10 those Siates in retaro,
trengu tue Erie coodl, o tpe Orst seven yeura of
tuls term, Lrom 1830 to 15843, were + 120,006,047
In the ton years from 1545 (0 1865 «  BE2,607, 800
Ln the teo years (rom 1863 to 1803, {20, 004, 598

ald une

TOAL, o vvasvesinsnsivs
And all tnis while large nod constantly merensing
muasses ol Lhelr products and property were seek-

sevensnesvsness s §8 085,800,042 |

g the Central abd Eoe Ralways,

SWALLHOUE Proposing Lo the preseut paper to ex-
Amine L lavge the vaso commercial ana fscal re-
sbils Iuvolved fa the peouing stroggie jor pre-
emineucsy between tae lod and the water routes,
1t may sutlcienty stimuinte ac rover effuris Lo

HAVC & JUSL porion o) reveuns (or the ereat |
vabals  planned by tue wisdom of our lmkhers
tu state  wpat  gueing  the  last  ben  years |
i owhien  toe  Ere  Cangl  earried TS
1St Diied amount of $1,205, 756,000, the Krie sud
the Ceptral rallways carried, in tog augregare,

£ luns irelgnd, 1ngiuding Dot cway! |
who DEOuEY," slowing sa avelsge of 6,572 842
Tulid anuodiy. A SIpgie DOWL Ul Lue S1ge Now I
ase, inaking #X rouod trips Lo the seasou of oavi-
Eatlon, CauLut Carty Jearly more than 45,000 bushs

Y, T,

els, from which 1t win De seen that i 44,000,000 of
vastels sbould, 10T any reason, be addel o the
quantity yeary carried on the canal, it would
require au gecession of Gt least L0w0 boats e
Che BOMDLEr DOW 10 use, Un the other haoa, if the
introduct.on of sleam, with lucréssed =pecd o
movement, should duuble the DLILLer Of YoYages

i the year, 500 steam vesseis might oo adeguare
1o the work, and until a lurtber wiere ol the
quantity 1o be carfied. Pructically, several jear
must be devoted 1o the bilding o) <teatu Yessos
Lbelore they can ijuriously nieriere with tue

borse busts Dow L use.

t 18 hoped that the preceding
ex tion of the fRt8 may ol e
the Cnamoer of Connerce ol (he
York aud of 118 associnted coumne b bk s i
examimng the guestion now far 1L s nece=sary or
expedient al present L abolisa or lurgely reduce
the tolis on thHe canais,

1808 evidont thu: The guestion I8 Dut oue merely
of panes, but thak the highest consideration
both of pance and of commerce are wvoived w
thie establishment of such rates ol U .
sOrVe Lhe commeres hsell, Yhat com A LT
18 itsell vitaily Ivoived 1o the igooicy now lar and
pow soun the eMoency of The canms can be <o ur
moreased LY aecuring to ther the depth of seven
jeet of water preseribed oy lav, and the origiosl

| apd jundamental plan of the enjargement, us o
| Jussly the Stabe 1o retaining & portion of the tolls,
! at

lgast egough (0 securs Le very decpeniug
wilch has now becoule 2o planly necessury,
CANAL LEGISLATION,

With this view Lhe cownnitee will proveed ta
furnish the statement, specurily direeted Ly | €
Chumber, of “the legisiation and the ol
ol the cunal anthorites guring the |
years, In regpect Lo the depth ol water b the
Canal.™

From the year 1500, aud up to the sduption o
the constllunion of 1846, e sole Mmauaement
girection atd construction of the capnls o bece
mtrusted to o Board constatiog, Lrst, of Ove, oo
anterward of Six Canul Cumnussioners, dppol d
by concarrent resolutton or Jutuc ballotr ol tue
senate aud Asscmbly, The ramers of tae o

Doetitution of 1846, 10 seéklog Lo reloim cue
canal  policy and  finanees,  provided thal
toree Canal Jommissloners spould be cnosen Ly

the people of tie State at the gencrul eeclion,
and stouid hold their oMees respectively lor thred
yeurs, Fortupuately, bowever, Toe provision wai
added that thelr “powers and doties Shouid be
sucl” as thel were or thereaiter stuould be  pires
seribed by law. Tne latter clause may, if it has
nut already, become very important o evanliug
the Leglslature (without the oty ond deiuy
of an amendiens to the cousiiution rayquiring s
popular vote, which migne be delesfed by the
devices ol nterested ana schening cunal contrac.
fors) to prescrioe iny defnition or lintration ol
those powers or duties which, 1o the nidnished,
mesnerent wond Jragmeptary condiblon ol tie
CARRIS AT present, DUving uo CoOWwmon execuiive
nead aund meuiced by powerinl ana enterpristog
rivals, may be deemed DeCcg3sary o Secure thg
syslematie, etlctent and judiclons munagemzut
80 plainly needed [or preserving the cominerce of
the =tate irom urtner diversioi,

1n July, 1855, tue deatn of oue of the Cannl Couls
MISAoners having et & semporary viacancy in t.a
office, the wilter o1 the preseat paper, who had
filed the office of Capal Colnmussivter 1rot Ls8d
tu 1842, was appointed to Gl tae place untl the
18t of January thereafter by John a. Kiug, Lue
Governur ol the sState, Tids mierval of noarly
s1X montns afforded BOmMe OpPOrTULITY 100 #=Cer-
taIning the geueral coudition of the cousls, Is
wis soon discovered toat the Erie Canal, the ed-
largement ol whien bad been sapposed to be
nearly compieted, nad not & suiduvria depth even
O SIX lect ol water, Lo wiich 1t nad been lioited
auring the progress of the enlatdei ut, cousig
great digsatl-jucoon, delay and 1058 to g dudier-
Uus Persons engaged or luferested 1 its nuvige
Hoen.

In the mooth of August of the sear 15.3 an
earnest andg well considered emturs was made by
soiie of the snterprising citizens or bBuitilo to lue
troduce sieam navigation on fhe Lpe Canig,
auring whicn o considerable collection vi buais,
some ol them propellsd by steam, 1OovK pare 1 it
elaporate “Hteam Caoal Ceebration,” sitended
by Governor King and other State oficams 16
commenced ut Rocnester and terminaied at Bl
miv, where (he event was locmahy signalized by &
geuergl linmination of e cify, Alter soveral
VOYREES DY some 0! the caunl Steniuel s, sirnguing
with the digiculties of o new nndertaking, tha
enterprise wuad brought tov an end, purty by (he
expeuse of tne mel required jor the propeilug
power und the Want ol ddegaute Yoo L the sout
107 & “paylug! ¢argo, bud more ezpeclally by tho
lreguent wod vexanous vbhstractions (o the chin

pel atd the irregilanitics and protuberances of
the uneven bottow of the vanul, woeh eibner
had been jeft unexcavated, or bud beea allosed

10 be fited up by earth washed Ly rom the sulés,
‘e repurl bere repents portious of the report

of toe Canul Cowmmissioners 4t the glose of 1405,

eonelauine with the IolloWwing suggestinn: 1=

First=—Ihara tex Le oo ot o mwid ou the dollae
and appiled o the compieiion, Hrst, ol bng et
largenent of the Erie aud Oswego cabuls, abd
next, to the othier unomsbed WOorks 10 just pros
portions,

Sevond—That $400,000 of that amount ve applied
witnont delgy to che obtmiuing o ehabuel ol
peven teet water lor the Ere Canal by the vpening
ol pavigation 1o the coming Spring, or 48 sUull s
terwurd as practicabie. i

Third—Tuat interest ve pald on any clalms que
jor work doue or lands or Duldings teken or 1pg
Use ol tue eynals,

Fowrdh—That uatil the revenues can Le rendered
sulleient. by nereasiug the cawicily OF Bl Canald
or utherwise, to puy fie intere-t on toe existio
debt, the defleleucy be anaually sscertained b
the canal Bosrd aod levied by tax witvoul lurtbet
lewislation. !

Firth—Tnat ab amendment to the coastitungn
b suomitted to the peopie, allowing the Lepisias
ture Lo LOrrow the amuunl necessary to ulachurgd
il existing clulms on the canais uud to pay lor

C thewr completlon, with such & siking jwoa ad

Bhoail sulee to pay Lthe Interest auo eXtIOgwisl tha
Priusipal within i term not exceeding tweniy-ive
Ul TollTy Years

It 1s & gratuying portion of cur eanal hisrory
that the appedl taus nude 10 1860 Lo secure dudis
110Lal IMDUS 07 compieting the cniardewent o
the canals, and above wil lor secuiing Withouw de
lay their jnll legal gaepth of waler, Wis roeeived
with such decided fuvor that the Legisintiurd
passed an aet on the Gth o6 Apri, 1800, luyiuy &
direct tax ot ive-eighths of a will on the do lur,

| and Irom the procesds appropriating 617,405 o

the eolargement o the Erie, the Usweyo, 1he
Coyugu and Seneca cavws.  This sum, haviu
been jound 'psuttleicnt. a jurther wet wus pussed
o0 toe 6th of April, 1560, nnpusing w larther rux

| o halfl & mill on toe dollar Jor tWo yeurs, wnd wje

propriasiong $1,115,117 10 the three cRiargenmvit
una expressly o furnish an  additiooal aa
pmple supply of water vu the Howe level (wherq
it wis pecullarly ueedea), “sutlicienc 1o mwke 11
At all tiwes seven fees deep.’’

In the Leglatuce of 189 a great desire waa
manitested to ascertaln without delay the exient
of Lhe vustracuons 1 the canals and to oniain
some deflulte lorwation for estlmatiog ul Cush
approximately the probable cost ol securihg the
seven ees depth of water, end especiuily [or as-
certaibing, by some unerrilg test, whetuer any
considerable portiens of the quantiies required ta
be excavated lor completing the enlargement to
the prescrived depth and paid [or as having beea
colpleted, hid veen iradulently ur carslessiy left
unexcavated io Ltne potrom of the canals, L led
to the passage of anact on the 19th of April, 1859,
on tbe recommendation o uany ol the canal navis
Kators At BuMulo, ana susiained LY wie |erievers
10 effortd of tne Hon. L. &, Prosser, of that ciy,
sud then s mewber of the Seoute, 10 WHICH 4ot o
skgacious and stringent sectlon was nserted in
respect to the powers aud dutles of tne Canal
Commissiuners, in the following words:—

Sxerion 0.—Bo long a8 any caval in this Swie shall be
let and noder contraet— L he krle Canal was tnns ber and
under contract lor repairs Or sowe time Lefore the pas
sage of the act, untl the ¢lose of the year 1574, —v by
kept in repairs fn purstance of law, it shud be the daly ot
the Canal Commissioners to Canse i boal to be Laden so i
o draw Al least tour inghes wore water than other boats
are permitiod to draw: sich boat so faden shall be ruo
through the wholo lwugth ol such canil, as often 8- ones
u thiry days, day anc nignt, aud be weighed nnd mess-
ured at every welgh lock, and the webit ol cardo al
draft of water stalod ol tho clearan e o report of cvery
such trip or passage shall be maoide 1o the Auditgr of the
Canal Departicent without delay, secompalbed by o all
copy of the clearauce aud the imdorsements thereon, and
woptatement of il the dela¥s ovedsiolied by ouscraetiong
10 the navigation or wunt of waier and the eause thereal,
The Awiitor shall keep a tull record of all sucl reports,
and mouthly publish o brier stawment o the same o
ihe State paper.
in obeuience to the requirements of tiis act,
the Cunal commissioners, wlter o deigy of more
than & yeur, appointed | nomas Colden Kuggles, o
Civil engineer o1 experience and adtlity, aud of
singular acuvity and perssversice, W persoually
gupervise ana Jdirect three o the wonsioy trul
wips, 1a boats specially laden e specifled in the
law, O these three wips, one wag made durniog
the sepson of navigition ol 1860, mod the other
two ln the succeeding season ol 1881 ‘Tue pare
venlars of sach, speciiymg the soundings made,
the mmpediients eocount ered, and the delays ex-
periences, wers fuly reporieid (o the Canul Audls
Lur, Who pubiished oue or more o tu® repures
the stute paper. The soundings were ensuy and
Inexpensively mades by jneans ol ah LS TUIMent
designed by the enginecr, and atiaehed Lo the
side ot the Dboat pearest To tbe middie of
e channel, which ingicated, on o gradusted plate
ur tave, the exuct depth of every ronning loot of
the canal, M6 mines i lengtl, Ine expente pald
by the state for cacu of the trisl trips du not
exceeu $260,  Tne boats bemg aoly inden, ss
directed by the uet, drew five leet und ten inches
of water,

A cupy Of the report in respect to the lagt ol the

| three wrips, which was muade (o Septewber, 1801,

Wus printed with the gouual report n:ade by tne
Canal Commissioners fn January, 1864 (Asseuy
documents of sty No, ) Tour report vi the
eNgoeer 18 nuw reprinted witn the preseut paper
100 the PATLICUIAT eXdmination dna lnlormativa ot
the memb rs 0. the Cpamber of Comiuerce and
others wuo may be engaged or loterested In the
navigation ol the canuis or in the Distory oL Lhel
progress,
DEFTIL OF THE WATER.

For the general purpose O the preseat paper,
whicn I8 to furzisg ol tue altalnithe ufor watjon
In respect to the extent ol the obslucies prevents
tng this Stete und tus country lrom outaiming the
Ereat boon of seven ieet of Waler, the wwin soo-
JEE Of Tue Stiugele O Lhe LU8L IurtY years, It may
by enough 10 puint to that poriion ol the repors
whieh ¢ondenses dotutls and techuicul pornuns in
the general statemenl, that of 46 oues o the
Erie Canal, the depih 0f waler, i september,
1801, was tounid to b o8 tollows -

In VArious portions asd 1o variond locaiities,
having an uggregate Dogal leugoh of ewiteen
winles, tue depilu ol water varied irom 5 8 1v feet to
0 i-lu leet,

i vtuer portions, baving an aggrewate lines
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